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Maria Miſera Miſeranda : 
QR 


A brief Relation of the Life and Death 
of an Unfortunate young Maid in 
the County of Deſmond wn Ireland. 


N the moſt Weltern parts of the Kingdom of teland, 
where the County of Deſmond oppoſes its tripple head 
to the ſurging Occan, there is ſcituate upon the 
banks of a ſlender Torrent neer Dangle Bay, © very mag- 

nificent Caſtle, known by the name of Xerbre; and hard by 
the ſame another fair Mannor Houſe, which for its convenient 
opportunity of Sea, and various recreations by Land, dilated 
on the one fide into ſpacious Fields, and pleaſant riling Hil 
locks, and bounded on the other with gay Mcdows, freſh 
Springs, an1 y_ Groves; has for theſs many years been 
honorcd with the Habitation of an Antient, and right Noble 
Family ; whoſe Name, the ſadneſs of the ſubſequent Story 
gave me ſuſficient cauſe to conceal, The Heir now living was 
in the eightecnth year of his Age coutratted toa young Maid 
in the ſame County, who did fo well anſwer her Bridegroom 
in Quality, and Comliacſs, that they were not unjuſtly ace 
couned, The moſt happy and Lovely Pair ia all thoſe parts. 
But theſe were only the. Preludiums of that happineſs, which 
was conſummated in their Nuptial bed ; whither, although in 
modelty I dare not follow them ; yet doe's the event ſufficient- 
ly declare that there alſo was nothing waating ip cither party, 
whereby to advance and _ their long expected oo 

2 or 


(2) 
For the full ſpace of five months had ſcarce paſt beyond the 
Wedding-day, when ſweet Helens by the unuſual viciſitudes 
-of Bluſhes, and Paleneds in her Cheeks, and ſudden in 
her Stomach gave evident tokens that of a Virgin ihe was 
made - —_ bock Ad. 
W this, wenerd gat daobe to, her ri , 
ih alfy her dear Husband, who from Hoy 6 a Wife 
could not but expect a more than ordinary Child : and fo in- 
decd it was; for when the long expected hour was come ; 
Behold, a Daughter came laughing into the world ; A Babe 
of ſuch admirablc Form and Features, 35 might eaſily preſage 
her future advancement to the higheſt {-1r 1n Loves Empire. 
The Reſemblance and Idea of buth Parcncs were plainly ſeen 
in this lirtle Model ; but ſo ſweetly interwoves one with ano- 
ther,' that you woold have thought Nature, like ſome $kilful 
Painter, had pourtrayed the chicfecſt excecllencies of them 
both into one Copy of the Daughter : and leſt, notwithſtand- 
ing, ſhe ſhould ſeem too ſparing in her bleſſings, added an ex+ 
traordinary, and unheard of Drnament to the upper part of 
her Breaſt ; in the middle of which was the picture of a freſh 
Primroſe ſo lively drawn, that at a very ſmall diſtance it ſeemed 
natural. 'Twere in vain here in dull words to attempt an effa 
of that joy, which this Creature brought into the world ol 
it; and therefore [ lexve it rather to the Rhetor:ck of a pure- 
—W—_ mind, abundaatly more capacious of ſo large a ſub- 
ject. 

The cighth day of her age was celebrated with a huge con- 
fluence of Kinsfolks, and Acquaintance for the giving of her 
a Name; which, after the Rowan Ceremony, was, in a Church 
dedicated to St. Aﬀtwy, very ſolemaly performed : and be- 
cauſe that Saint is reputed amongſt the Catholicks, as the 
glory of all her Sex: what other name ſo fit to adorn this Babe, 
which promiſed fo fair an advance to her nature. Hereafter 
therefore let her be call'd May, Lovely, and Happy Aeyin 
ork firſt of her days, although much more miſerable in the 
end. 

As for her Education, it was every way worthy her own 
perſon, and defective in nothing whereby to verſe} the = 
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_ Nature by thFaccompliſhment of Art. For the years 
of her Infancy being expired under her Mothers care, ſhe was 
yrs th por oe ior Saree _ = ms 
cho | a very rs 
. In which time 'tis a wonder how x. wh, a 
in all thoſe Endowments which adorn the Female Sex : For 
beſide her great knowledg in three or four ſeveral Tongues, 
Hiſtory,and Philoſophy,ſhe playcd excellently upon manyMu 
fical Inſtruments; and yet of all theſe none ſo ſweet as the undu- 
lations of hec Seraphick Voice, which to hear and admire were 
things unſeperably united : She Danced with an incomparable 
Majeſty, and buge-raking geſture; and diſcourſed in as elo- 
vent a Stile as moſt Rewances. In ſhort, there was nothing de- 
able, which was not in an eminent degree in this Virgin : 
and yet above all was the excellency of her Perſon, which by 
the fourteenth year of her Age was arrived at a perfection be- 

yound the ken of a vulgar imagination. 

There you might behold the ſweet Strokes, and Harmoni 
ous Compoſure of moſt Lovely Features, gilded over with an 
Incomperable Beaury without, and garoifſhed with a meek 
Spiritz Virgia Modeſty, moſt virteous, and capacious Soul 
within : There ; might feaſt the Eye without wearineſs, 
the Ear without dulneſs, and the Touch, 1 am ſure, without 
repcating : None that ever ſaw her, could have defired a bet- 
ter; and whoſoever could heartily content himſelf with a 
worſe, knew not the extent of his own happineſs. 

But the ſweet Lady was totally ignorant of alltheſe; and 
ſhe, who at her firſt entrance into Rowe knew none more than 
her ſelf, nor was beknown of any; does now know none 
leſs, although beknown of all. 

Now among thoſe many which were Suitors to her in their 
thoughts, the firſt which made his open addreſs was one Dow 
Amonio, Heir to a Senator, of great Wealth, and Quality; 
Who approaching ncer to do his Devoir to her ina Salute, 
was caſt into ſuch an extaſie by the ſplendour of her Counte- 
nance, forced him rudely to retreat without the Libation of 
her Sweet Lips. This did not a little diſcompoſe the Lady, 
and made her ask him very fincerely, whether any EYES 


(4) 
her had done bim harm ? But aſſoon as he had with tears 10 
his eyes related tbe cauſe; and bowing at her feet diſcloſed 
his Paſſhow for her : She then (ailing; ſaid ; 7bope, Sir, you 
ar & mare tender of your Honer than to freoy fo low 41 me beneas 
own deſerts : and [ aſſure you my Ambition ® not large exongh 16 
entertain ſuch large proffersr. Aly Equal fhall be my Bri 
when ever [ enter that holy State ; and therefore I intreat you de- 
{# from thi: emerprize, which may juſtly defame you, and can 
never pleaſe me. 

The Young Man had heard enough to ſtop the Current of 
his Rhetorick, and thefore gazing a while vpon her with a 
galtly countenance, he departed the Room, replying never a 
word ; only 'twas thought by the working of his breaſt, he 
would have f , but could not. Nor had the Horned Racer 
of the Night ſurveyed the Heavens once round betore another 
ventures Shipwrack upon the very fame Seas: For a brizk 
young Marchant, who had been ſome years abſent from the 
City, chancing to cſpycher at a Proceſſion, fell into a m_ 
rate and impatient fit of Love for her, which made him, afrer 
the Ceremeny cnded, bctake himfelf fortwith to ber Lodg- 
ings, where he accoſtcd the ſurprized Lady in this manner. 

Faweſt of Creatwrer ! Tbeſeech you pardon wy boldneſs wr this 
ſndden a ewlt of your I irgin Modeſty ; and if 1 be gailty of any 
blame, lay it not on me, but the God of Love, whoſe I afſel and 
Aleſjenrer now am. Pam come to c ta Heart, which 1 be. 
larve you have tunecently, and 19norantly rabbed meof , and 


" 
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oy or me hatrecn ex tion of ov» Anſwer ; 
ich, as ſoon es ſhe hed recovered her ſelf from the oppreſ- 
fron of amazement , ſhe returned in theſe, or the Ike terms. 


SIR, 

Much wonder that fo unworthy @ Cyrarure a: 7 ſhould be the 

rode ol. pd ; 4; you pretend; Butif [6 7 be, 
yet let me entreat you to free me from the Impatation of bring 
Woed , and won at the firſt Attempe. Bejides, your Love may bay 
to die in as ſhort 4 time 41 it frft ſprang up; which of it does, 
will render you miſerable in your Petition, and mr as wunfartu- 
wate in my Grant. I pray therefore be nor over-aſty in'thing: of [+ 
great concern, and ler rime prove the conſtancy vf pu Love. 


This, akhough it came ſhort of a real affent , yet becauſe je 
wasno flat demal, was as much as conld be expeQted from 
a Virgin Modeſty at the firſt Addreſs ; and therefore the Young 
Gallett, afrer a fmall tarry, departed in tolerable ſatisfaction , 
yet promiſing weed ads next day. His yrs was 
no r enjoy o begins to nploy her 
Imagina:ion in ſome ProjeQt Ro acquir her ſelf from 
the unreaſonable requeſts of this fond Lover; for as yet the 
Charms of Capid had not reconciled her thoughts ro a Wed- 
ded Life: and co deny , or ſuſpend his hopes a ſecond time, 
the foreſaw wit 2 marttr of defpetite conſequence: She 
therefore calling both her Wairihg Gendewomen, made them 
AT her UIyy & mers and fecing there _ 

remedy , g! rtumty ſerved, to it her 
felf of Rome. It was in the ork of che Evoning ihe wene 
down to the Rivet, where finding 'an Engliſh Ship, which 
wasto paſs by the Confts of Ireland, fie nnbarqued in the 
ſame, bidding adjeu to the Walls of Rawe, and her Love-hick 
Gallant. We muſt now follow her tothe /riſh ſhore, where 
we ſhall find her Parents in a ſtrange tranſportation , and fit of 
joy, with the fighrof their fair » and yet jealous of 
ſomewhatby reaſbn of her e&d rerum ; rhe cauſe of 
which when ſhehad refated, did at once give them a ſufficient 
TeffimoniaFof her Virtue , and the high cftcem ſhe had = 
ri 
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nf er gpinet, cdakiag hoſe rare Aorpayhmes 
which adorned the of theic Child. But the that 
had ſo cunningly eſcaped the Suits of the Reman Citizens, had 
only exchanged them for thoſe of her own Country : and 
therefore no ſooner was her Name poſted into the Neighbour. 
ing parts, but a young ſb Lord diſpatches a Letter to her 
Father, in this wiſe : 


SIR, 
He loud ſounding Trumpet of your Danghters Fame , bas 
blown um my af jap andy oct es. expreſſion , that 
I ſhall not here attempt ©. bumble Petition 41, that you would 
grant me the Honour of Acceſs to ber Perſon , and Deign to call 
me Son; which Tule, as 1 preſume, 41 no diſhonour to your ſelf, 
ſocan { promiſe it to be the Conſummation of my greateſt bapys- 


neſs, 
v Towrs, Ophon. 
This news was too joyful to admit any delay of Anſwer; 


and therefore being delivered to the Father of this Lady, was 
preſently ſeconded with this Reply. 


My Lord, 

Greatly fear that the Fame of my brer ſes what 
[| ſhe indeed is , and ſo delnder your Lordſhip: Paſſion with 4 
vain and i-grounded expeltation © But if your Honour will ſo (ar 
condeſcend a; to maky tryal by a Viſit , I will aſcrriamn wc 
mo o __ in 4 Welcome Entertainment | and fool fr 
ever think, my ſelf 4 great Debror to Heaven , if i has decreed 
to make ber /o in 4 Hutband, and me in a Sou © Until winch 
time 1 ſubſcribe my ſelf 

Tour moſt Humble Servant. 


Theſc Lines being preſented to the Lord, incited him with 
all convenient ſpeed to viſit his Miſtreſs , whom now with a 


Preſagious Joy {$'d to be his own; and therefore he, 
with a very Noble Attendance, di upon. the thrreenth dey 


while Statue-like, void of all ſpeech and motion, till at laſt 
the Rapture of his Soul forcing way through the indifpoied 
Organs of his body , he thus beſpake his Fair Miſtreſs. 


Moſt lncomparable Lady ! 
]* 1 have entarrupted your Virgin Aeduation! with « rude and 
amrncys ” 
[Fg 


peited let the wgency Errand 
logins for me : Z | amen oh ar ro% 
. I iy HELI 

ey broen pers, wy Nanny , 

Soef prep bow, cutateioiey panhe 
lrehand , wherein the exaberance of your Fame, together with the 


me Sow : Be but you a1 willing to call me Huchand , and my 
Happineſs 43 great as Anobrtion would have i. 


. To all this the Beautiful Lady made lirtlc nfwer, only urge- 
ing the meagncets of herEftute and Berth to his d For- 
wie; and moreover, her dillike t6 = married life. Bat the 
Lord was refolv'd not to deſiſt by thefe excuſes , and there. 
fore reinforces his Addreſſes with oew Arguments, as alfo did 
hey backer, who glevded againit her from the Topick of Duty. 

—_—___ 

cnt 


J 
fent and demal,it hapned that an iſhS ng fplit Upon 
cheSandsin the Weſtern Ocean, near the © id County of 
Deſmond , there was one, and only one perſon eſcaped with 
life, whom indeed for the inefs of his Perſon, and (as af- 
terward 2 -_ he Bay Parts , one 
might ve to be Brother to Fair Afoy. 

' This Man eſcaping naked to ſhore, end-deftiture of all 
Friends and Acquaintance , was forced by the Laws of Ne- 
reſſicy (which others ſay have none) to 1mplore the charity of 
ſeveral , us he paſſed the Country , for his ſubſiſtance. 
others, he hapned to call az the Houſe of Aaries Fa. 
they ; where being noted by ber , as one whoſe Perſon was as 
well admirable to the eye, as his diſcourſe to the car, was 
through her Mediation taken mrto the ſervice of her Father. 
And now that Heart, which was before Canon-proof againſt 
Cupid's Aſlailants, begins at laſt to faint in its Engagement : 
For the Beautcous Lady had ſcarce conſumed the ſpace of 
three monerhs in _ obſerving her (hipwrackt Servant, 
but ſhe began to diſcloſe her Paſſhon to him! by ſeveral To- 
kens, which any Suiter- would have preſently underſtood : 
Bur alas.! . theadverſeneſs of his Fortune , together with*the 
bumble copceit of his 'own worthineſs, had 'render'd him as 
nr rem Love, as Mary was before ; and there- 
forc ſeeing her Father by this time began to grow imparient of 
Denial im the Lords Suit ,, ſhe reſolved wylay aſide hey Magden 
Modeſty, and turn plain Suirrr ro the Beloved $rranger. For 
frexiong of which, he took this occaſion : Walking in the 
duzk of rhe Evening, where he wavto paſs by, ſhe jet fall her 
Glovean the. Path, as ſhe ſaw him come, and ſo with her 
Handkerchicf ather eyes paſs'd away in © ſolitary poſture. 
The young man coming to her to preſent her what ſhe had 
loſt, and ſceing her in ſo melancholly a remper, told het , He 
was \ſerry ts ſee her fo, and wiſhed it were in his yower to 
ber. - +9 >) wes 4 bn er her 
Paſſhon, th an extraordinary fervency her T ongue 
mto this Rhetorick : 


oderaveiwte; fo of alfs we lere beds, rom 
; are 


to) 

eiheoths [ can and mult Love, aud "114508 alone thas muſt cicher 
make me 4 happy Bride, or learus me 4 13/crable Adaid. 

So was obout to proceed, but that the Man, now- almoſt 
mad with Joy, ſRtopp'd the current of her words by the iater- 

ſition of his lips. Long was it before their ſpeech returned, 

t when it tid, 'twasnot long before they were made cach 
others by a ſacred Vow. | 

Ard now the next concerns were how to get beyond the ho- 

rite of Marriage, and after that, where to make their abode: 
ﬆ laſtiris reſolved, that Loving Aſeoy taking her Jewels and 
other moſt coſtly things along with her, ſhoyld that night quit 
ber Fathers houſe, and ſo accompany her deareſt Beloved into 
Northumberland \n England, his Native Country. Where, al- 
though his Parents were but mean, yet he hoped, by the help 
9 Friends, to get a very comfortable ſubſiſtence, 

is ſhe did accordingly,leaping out at a very high Window 

into his = Ar SY ſucceſs of Heroick 
AQ! For ic, though little, being over-heard by her Fa- 
ther, excited him forthwith to look out at  Ciheme 
where, by the light of the Moon, he might cafily deſcry the 
matter ; And therefore without delay he perſues them with a 
naked Sword in his hand, to the neighbouring 
Bay, where they had intended to take a Boat, and waſt them- 
ſelves over into the of Kerry. The loving Pair had 
ſcarce taken Boat, when faw bins h in a direful 
manner, threatning n© pre th to his Servant ; 
in 710 any hor ueny ay wor and amazement 
would let them, yet he was foon by their ſide with another 
Boat, which made his Daughter leave the Oar, and turn her 
Prayer againſt the edge of his Sword : But his Paſſhon was deaf 
to all entreatics, and therefore, as ſoon as cycer he was within 
reach, ſheathed his Sword in the bowels of the unarmed young 
Lover. EL ee i A+ | ious tt | 

Mary ood in expectation of the ſame fall, and wil- 
ling to accom Love into another Country ( as before 
ſhe had promiſed ) but afſoon as ſhe underſtood that her Fa- 
ther meant her the injury of Life, and a Wiſe for the Lord 
( who was now at home in his Bed) et © 
w 
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Lord aw, al chcxr Paſhons nr_—_C 
Gnef, and as the laſt token of 
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